
Along the coast of Chile there are thousands of archaeological sites with a rich and complex 
record of people’s daily life. Remains of all types of coastal and marine resources can be found in 
these cultural deposits that were used as food, construction and raw materials for tools and 
ornaments. Kelp, marine shells and bones of fish, birds and marine mammals compound the 
assemblages of these sites. Due to the great predominance of marine shells, these 
archaeological sites are called shell middens and are located all along the thousands of 
kilometers of Chilean coastlines. They have an antiquity that goes back to 12000 years B.P., 
which evidences a long tradition of marine and coastal fishing, hunting and gathering. Withing 
this context, fruitful interdisciplinary research has been done studying the long-term dynamics 
and interconnection between ecological and social processes. The presentation will review some 
examples of these investigations and the reconstructed patterns of fish, mollusk and kelp use 
through millennia. 
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Jeudi 12 février  2026 : Jilda Caccavo, 
chercheuse postdoctorale de l'IPSL affiliée 
aux laboratoires LSCE et LOCEAN
« L'impact du changement climatique sur les 
espèces exploitées de l'écosystème du courant 
de Humboldt à travers l'étude de l'adaptation 
génomique et les premiers stades de la vie »
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Archaeological records on marine resource use
along the Northen coast of Chile, hyperarid 

sector of the Humboldt current  

  




